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SYNTHETIC PAPERS 
 
 

 
Robuskin 
 
Producer:  MDV Papier und Kunstsoffveredelung GmbH, Germany 
Internet:  http://www.mdv-online.com/index.php?id=2&subid=3&lang=1 
Weight:  115 g/m2 material is OK 
Price:  for instance 5000 pcs A3 maps: +1200 € more than the paper price 
Comments:  

- good also in cold weather and in rain 
- the drying of the printed colours takes some time 
- during printing, the material streches, so the course printing (the second round 

in the machine) is not easy 
 

 
Tyvek 
 
Producer: DuPont (since 1967) 
Internet:  http://www2.dupont.com/Tyvek/en_US/products/about_pgs/about_tyvek.html 
 http://graphics.dupont.com/en/applications/maps.shtml 
Weight: 
Price: 
Comments: 

- rough surface (quite ugly) 
- gets dirty easily  
- not recommended to the maps 
- Tyvek number bibs are quite popular 

 

 

Polyart 
 
Producer:  Arjobex (since 1975) 
 ARJOBEX North America 10901 Westlake Dr. Charlotte, NC 28273 
Internet:  http://www.polyart.com/app_maps.html 
Weight:  110 g/m2 
Price: 
Comments: 

- synthetic paper 
- nice surface 
- very bad experiences in cold and rainy weather. For instance in IsoTonic Ori-

enteering 1999 some competitors had not all the symbols in the map in the fin-
ish 

- 110 g/m2 material is OK for jogging in the forest in warm summer, but in com-
petition the symbols scratches away  

- useless for orienteering 
 
 



Answers from Arjobex: 
 Polyart is not laser printable but is perfectly designed for traditional offset printing 

machine. We would recommend for outdoor maps either Polyart 75, 90 or 110 
gsm . It really depends the number of panel folds. Polyart will bring you all the right 
assets for this application : water resistance, repeated handling ... 
 
One distributor is Papyrus. Martti Lofberg will be pleased to give you all the details 
and samples . Please find below their details: Finland: Papyrus Finland Oy, P.O. 
Box 150, FI-01721 Vantaa, Finland 
Tel: +358 2077 49 49, Fax: +358 2077 49 39  
Best regards, Bruno Millery, Sales Director Europe, Arjobex Synthetic Papers 
Tel :(33) 1 41 08 67 15, Fax:(33) 1 41 08 67 20 

 
 

 
Pretex 
 
Producer: FiberMark Lahnstein UK or Neenah Paper Inc. 
Internet:  http://www.fibermark-lahnstein.de/_basics/pdf/pretex_flyer_english.pdf 
 http://www.fibermark-lahnstein.de/en/produkte/pretex_printmedien.asp 
Weight: 
Price: 
Comments:  

- according to the report from Switzerland (Peter Luscher), surface is not so nice 
as Premium 

- same printing problems as with Robuskin 
 

 
Rite in the Rain 
 
Producer:  J. L. Darling Corporation 

2614 Pacific HWY. E. - TACOMA, WA - 98424 - USA  
Internet: www.riteintherain.com 
Weight: 
Price: 
Comments: 

- The paper is marketed for writing on, but it's really a general purpose water re-
sistant paper. 

- It tears quite easily 
Answer from J.L. Darling Corp.: 

We have both Rite in the Rain all-weather paper and some synthetic plastic sheets 
which although more durable are also much more expensive. You can enter these 
item numbers into our product finder section on our home page and the descrip-
tions of each can be seen with prices: 
#8512 Rite in the Rain: A4 size Copier/Laser paper (200 sheets/pack) 
#6512 DuraCopy synthetic: A4 Copier/Laser paper (100 sheets/pack) 
#7512 Weatherjet synthetic: A4 InkJet paper (100 sheets/pack) 
Rite in the Rain is a very green product and is totally recyclable the same as plain 
paper. It will eventually biodegrade so you will wan to test its durability relative to 
your orienteering needs.  
Once you have had a chance to consider each let us know what samples you 
would like to see. Also, if you have any questions. The copier/laser papers can be 
easily printed offset as well. If you have higher volume needs we can also quote 
our DuraRite synthetic which can be offset printed but not copied or laser printed. 



Sincerely, Todd Silver, Co-President, J.L.Darling Corporation, 2614 Pacific Hwy 
East, Tacoma, WA 98424 USA 
 

 
Artosil/Syntosil 
 
Producer: 
Internet: (nothing new information) 
Weight: 
Price: 
Comments: 

- a too rough surface, which made the maps much less readable than smooth 
paper surfaces 

- you also get the problem with dirt that sticks to the paper 
 

 
Hydrocopy 
 
Producer: 
Internet:  www.sensitizers.com/f100tdl.html 

http://purelypaper.co.uk/Hydrocopy-waterproof-laser-paper-A4-145-micron-
195gsm-Box-10-p-103543.html 

Weight: 195 gsm, thickness 143 micron, size A3 and A4 
Price:  40 p per sheet 
Comments: 

- for laser printers only, not for inkjet printers 
Information from Internet: 

- 100% waterproof, greaseproof, tearproof, wipeable and punchable. Unlike pa-
pers that have been laminated and are then vulnerable to water penetration 
when hole-punched, Hydrocopy can be hole-punched and used with confi-
dence. 

- Made from matt-white print-receptive polyester laser film, Hydrocopy is suitable 
for a diverse range of applications. It is ideal for creating instruction sheets, 
maps, reports, presentations, technical manuals, signage, and other docu-
ments for use outdoors and in harsh environments. Durable and light weight, 
this tough paper requires no protection! 

- Hydrocopy produces quality print results on mono and colour copiers and laser 
printers. It can be printed on both sides and with full colour. (User tip: When 
printing Polyesters by laser or copier methods please refer to your printer man-
ual for optimum film settings) 

 

 
Zecom 
 
Producer: 
Internet: www.mcrosolv.demon.co.uk/ldwa/zecom.html 
Weight: 165 gsm, thickness 120 micron 
Price:  100 sheets for £26 + VAT, which works out at around 30 p per sheet. 
Comments: 
Information from Internet: 

- Photocopyable, waterproof paper is ideal for maps, route descriptions and 
event tallies 

- A4 Photocopyable and laser-printable waterproof paper  
- Can also be written on  
- Suitable for printing LDWA event tallies  



- Allows last minute printing from a computer database - can incorporate entrant 
name, route changes etc.  

- Points to bear in mind  
- Punch holes for string with a sharp, clean hole punch  
- Punch two holes in case one gets lost  
- Allow paper to rest for a few hours before printing 2nd side  
- Keep a careful eye on the printer  
- Use a flat paper path  
- Allow yourself plenty of time for printing & guillotining  
- Be very familiar with your WP and spreadsheet programs  
- Arrange a back-up system just in case!  

 

 
IGage 
 
Producer: 
Internet: http://www.amazon.com/iGage-Weatherproof-Paper-8-5-11/dp/B00006687T#moreAboutThisProduct 
Weight:  Thickness: 0.010 inches 
Price: 
Comments: 
Information from Internet: 

- tear-resistant, puncture-resistant, inkjet printable, laser printable, foldable, ab-
sorbs not pencil lead, UV-resistant, not compatible with all inks 

- Not recommended for large high speed Laser Printers 
 

 

Teslin 
 
Producer: PPG Industries, Headquarters, One PPG Place Pittsburgh, PA 15272 USA 
Internet: http://corporateportal.ppg.com/NA/Silicas/Teslin/whatsteslin/ 
Weight: 
Price: 
Comments: 

- smooth-surfaced, synthetic paper 
- It comes in two varieties: laser and inkjet 
- for the Epson inkjets that use waterproof ink, you're supposed to use laser Tes-

lin, rather than inkjet Teslin, but that's fine, because the laser version is 
cheaper 

Information from Internet: 
Durable, waterproof. It also allows for quality offset printing, a single-layer un-
coated film, is the most secure bonding sheet that exists for toners, inks, adhe-
sives, coatings, and laminating films of all types. You can print fixed information 
offset or flexo. Later, you can add variable information with thermal transfer, laser, 
or ink jet. 

 

 
National Geographic Adventure paper  
 
Producer:  National Geographic 
Internet: http://www.amazon.com/National-Geographic-7900400001-Adventure-Paper/dp/B00007EN01/ref=pd_rhf_f_t_cs_2 
Weight: 
Price:  25 sheets for $ 20 or 40 p per sheet from Amazon.com 
Comments: 
Information from Internet: 



a durable, waterproof inkjet printing material, environmentally safe, tear-resistant; 
works with inkjet printers, abrasion-tough, print on either side, folds easily, use any 
print resolution, presentation print quality, not for use in laser printers 

 

 
Yupo 
 
Producer: Yupo Europe Gmbh, Prinzenallee 13, D-40549, Duesseldorf, Germany 
Internet: http://superyupo.com/start.php?lang=en 
Weight: 
Price: 
Comments: 

- Yupo is prone to tearing once a rip gets started 
- It is used to make control cards 

Information from Internet: 
 Paper-like surface. Optimized for superior printing speed. Allows very fast drying 

of inks on its surface. Holds ink with high precision. Brilliant color reproduction. 
Nice gloss. High opacity. Outstanding UV sunlight resistance. Tear and shock re-
sistance. Waterproof. 

 

 
Xerox NeverTear (Premium NeverTear) 
 
Producer: Xerox 
Internet: http://www.xerox.com/go/xrx/template/018s.jsp?Xcntry=GBR&Xlang=en_GB&view=s13a&prodID=003R96094 

http://cgi.ebay.co.uk/TEAR-RESISTANT-AND-WATER-PROOF-PAPER-A4-X-100-
(120)_W0QQitemZ310032423090QQcmdZViewItem 

Weight: 125, 160 and 195 gsm (difficult to fold) 
Price: 
Comments: 
Information from Internet: 

Premium NeverTear is a highly developed, printable media made of bright white 
polyester. It is perfectly optimised for both colour and mono printing. The smooth, 
matt surface enables a vibrant image and excellent toner bonding. Premium Nev-
erTear has a value-added look and feel for the production of durable prints that get 
handled frequency. If you have the appropriate printer duplex is possible. Premium 
NeverTear is tear resistant, and can be die cut and finished for many applications. 
Premium NeverTear is water, oil and grease resistant. The thinner versions have a 
soft, smooth feel whilst the thicker versions have an impressive rigidity. All thick-
nesses are suitable for offset printing prior to applying digital print. 
You can also write on it with a ballpoint. 
Premium NeverTear achieves strength and durability without the use of lamination 
saving both time and money. 
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